JOHN GIBSON                   197
Among my works there is a statue of a lady
standing with her hands crossed before her, and a
shawl is arranged in folds round about her figure,
the head is adorned with ivy, which is gold, as well
as her other ornaments ; the dress is enriched with
a border of red and blue, a slight flesh tint, and
blue eyes. It is a portrait of Mrs. Murray, now
the Dowager Countess Beauchamp.1
This statue I executed for her Ladyship's mother,
the Baroness Bray. The Baroness and her most
amiable daughters have been to Rome several
times, and they became my most kind friends for
many years. The statue is placed in the house of
the Baroness Bray.
When I was in England Lady Beauchamp
requested me to paint her statue, for she had learnt
from friends who had seen my coloured Venus at
Rome how pleasing the effect was. I complied
with her Ladyship's wish, and painted the statue.
One day she wrote me a note expressing an anxiety
to see me. I waited upon her, and she told me
with some uneasiness that not one of the party she
had the last evening approved of a coloured statue.
I then said, " Lady Beauchamp, do as I do, fight
it out with them, it does not signify whether they
like it or not." I then invited my friends with her
Ladyship's permission to her house; those friends
were Sir Charles and Lady Eastlake, Mrs. Jameson,
* I.e., in 1859.